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CHAP,   directed Vicente Sodre to 2*0 thither and see what services

TV

he could render.    On arrival there he found the Moorish
A.D.     vessels oif the city, waiting to sail with the land breeze that
1502.    would set in at night.     Vicente  Soclre wished to sink
these ships, but refrained from  doing so at the request of
the King; but he sent and told the principal Moor that
unless he at  once satisfied the King's claims he would
burn all his ships, even if he had to follow them all the
way to Mecca for that purpose.    Being frightened at this
threat, Coja Mehmed Maredr, the principal Moor, a native
of Cairo, went ashore, and   faithfully settled all claims,
taking  palm-leaf receipts for the  same  to  show to Vi-
cente   Sodre;   but  as   the   King had  reported  some in-
sulting  words  which the  Moor had spoken on leaving
the  shore,   Vicente   Sodre  made   the  latter   accompany
him back in a boat, and when close to the town had him
tied to the mast and flogged with a rope's-end until he
fainted*    Having filled his mouth with dirt, and tied over
it a piece of bacon, he sent him back to his ship with
his hands tied behind him.    The Moors had offered to pay
10,000 pardaos of gold if he would not put dirt in Coja's
mouth, but Vicente Sodre had refused, saying, " Money
pays for merchandise,  and blows for words."     Vicente
also further threatened that if Coja again spoke ill of the
King of Cananor he would seek him to the end of the
world, and flay him alive.    This satisfaction of his honour
greatly pleased the King, who presented Sodre with  a
tiiousand pardaos of gold, and also ordered that as long as
he remained in his port, or on shore, he should have a gold
pardao each day for fowls for his table.    This daily table
allowance was, for long afterwards, paid to all Portuguese
captains wrhen at that port.

Whilst these  events  were  taking  place at Cananoiv
Vasco da Gama proceeded from Calicut to Cochin, where
the factor gave a very satisfactory account of the proofs
which the King had constantly afforded of his friendliness
towards the Portuguese.    The King himself also sent a